
Sustainability can play a huge role in the numerous events hosted
on the Auraria Campus and help the ASCP and your departments
become better stewards for the environment! Giveaways and door
prizes are a mainstay of many events but many of these items are
low-quality, shipped overseas, come wrapped in plastic, and are
often thrown away by the recipient if the item isn’t useful in the long
term. We developed this guide to help address this issue and the
large environmental impacts of our giveaway or swag choices

Before ordering: Consider, do we really need a giveaway? Are they
any old items we should get rid of first? If giveaways are necessary
(it’s okay, sometimes they are!) then there are a variety of things to
consider to ensure they are responsibly sourced and minimize their
environmental footprint.

Be sure to follow the ASCP's

Sustainable SWAG Guide

Up-cycled & recycled materials
 Low-environmental impacts
Humane working conditions
No virgin materials

Plastic alternatives  
Extended-life & multiple-use
functionality Based on NEED
End-of-life alternatives to
landfill

Sustainability certified buildings
Zero-waste & low pollution
Locally sourced materials &
end destination location

Top 6 Things to Consider
Before You Buy
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Products that encourage
and enable the user to
adopt a sustainable
behavior change

Displaces single use items 
People actually use it
 It is built to last 

Easily dispose of once it has
exceeded its lifespan or the 
user no longer wants it? 
There are opportunities to
repurpose,re-gift it, & recycle it
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DURABILITY

DISPOSAL

A Quick Guide for Ethical Purchasing

How to Choose a Distributor

You can use the list of ASCP vetted companies below as a jump
start to identify common characteristics of ethical swag but be sure
to check with your institution to ensure that you are purchasing
within the procurement policy guidelines.
(View the sites here: MSU Denver, CU Denver, CCD)

Questions? Contact us at greenevents@ahec.edu
www.sustainableauraria.org/sustainable-swag-guide
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https://www.msudenver.edu/brandcentral/promotionalitems/
https://www.cu.edu/brand-and-identity-guidelines/promotional-items
https://www.ccd.edu/docs/purchasing-faqs
http://www.fairtradeamerica.org/About-Us/What-is-Fairtrade
https://www.customearthpromos.com/eco-blog/
https://www.customearthpromos.com/eco-blog/
https://www.customearthpromos.com/eco-blog/
http://ecoimprints.espwebsite.com/EcoImprintsSupplierCodeofConduct/
http://ecoimprints.espwebsite.com/EcoImprintsSupplierCodeofConduct/
http://ecoimprints.espwebsite.com/EcoImprintsSupplierCodeofConduct/
https://www.ecopromotionsonline.com/
https://www.ecopromotionsonline.com/
https://www.ecopromotionsonline.com/
https://www.haenow.com/content/
https://www.haenow.com/content/
https://www.haenow.com/content/
https://onno.com/
https://onno.com/
https://onno.com/
https://to-goware.com/
https://to-goware.com/
https://to-goware.com/
https://bit.ly/3eqpOzX
https://bit.ly/3eqpOzX
https://bcorporation.net/about-b-corps
https://bpiworld.org/
https://www.greenamerica.org/green-america-green-business-certification
https://www.onepercentfortheplanet.org/
https://global-standard.org/
https://ota.com/about-ota/mission
https://oehha.ca.gov/proposition-65/about-proposition-65/
https://www.wbenc.org/about-wbencChild
https://blog.eagleprotect.com/proud-to-be-child-labor-free
https://certifiedhumane.org/how-we-work/overview/
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R44390.pdf
http://www.greencirclecertified.com/recycled-content-certification
https://www.nclonline.com/green-cleaning/green-seal.php
https://www.wri.org/publication/bottom-line-renewable-energy-certificates
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/epas-national-organic-program-guidance
http://www.ecolabelindex.com/ecolabel/carbon-neutral-certification

